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11 The history of an idea: tracing the origins of
the MAMA project∗
charlotte roueche´
A striking characteristic of British and American archaeological explo-
ration, until at least the middle of the twentieth century, was the dominant
role of individual initiatives and private funding; this contrasts with the
more structured activities of the Austrians, the French or the Germans,
whose activities tended to be far more coordinated.1 It is entirely typical
that important discoveries were made at Ephesos by British archaeological
explorers – Wood and Falkener – but consistently funded excavation was
only undertaken by the Austrian Academy.
One consequence of this is that the materials from such activities tend
to be widely and rather randomly scattered, often given or bequeathed to
whoever appeared to their owner tobe suitable.This continues to complicate
the story of Anglo-American epigraphy in Asia Minor, which is the story of
MAMA; more remains to be discovered. But the tradition definitely begins
with a remarkable individualwhose personal decisions had ahuge influence,
William Mitchell Ramsay (Fig. 11.1). Ramsay was very famous in his day;
and he is still renowned. Yet there has been no major study on him;2 and
the bulk of the information about his career comes from his own accounts
of himself, which gives them a rather particular flavour.3
William Ramsay was born in Glasgow, where his father was a lawyer,
but his mother’s family came from Alloa, where they ran the Alloa Coal
∗ The material assembled here was largely collected during a stay in Aberdeen, as
Geddes-Harrower Visiting Professor, in October 2010; my work was made possible by the
generous hospitality of the University of Aberdeen, and by the unflagging support of the
University Library staff, particularly in Special Collections. References to ASC are to Aberdeen
Special Collections numbers.
1 The difference of approach was widely recognized . In 1912 Salomon Reinach, reviewing
Olmstead’s publication of Hittite inscriptions wrote: ‘Pourquoi les membres de l’Expe´dition
tardent-ils tant a` en faire connaıˆtre les re´sultats? C’est parce-qu’ils sont professeurs dans les
Universite´s ame´ricaines, condamne´s a` un travail e´crasant de lectures qu’on n’impose aux
savants ni en Allemagne ni en France. La science ame´ricaine souffre de cet e´tat de choses, qui
n’est pas digne du plus riche pays du monde.’ Revue Arche´ologique 4/19 (1912), 172.
2 The short study by Gasque 1966 has a useful introduction by Ramsay’s pupil, the biblical
scholar F. F. Bruce. The article in the ODNB is by J. G. C. Anderson, revised by P. Lock: Sir
William Mitchell Ramsay (1851–1939): doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/35664. There are useful
descriptions of Ramsay’s early years in Asia Minor in Gill 2011.
3 Particularly in Ramsay 1915: 7–35, ‘Introductory Statement’. 249
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Figure 11.1. Sir WilliamMitchell Ramsay (1851–1939),
portrait by Sir George Reid.
Company. In 1857 his father died, and Mrs Ramsay returned with her chil-
dren to Alloa, where William started school. Her brother, AndrewMitchell,
took care of William’s education, sending him to Aberdeen College and, in
1867, as a Fullerton Scholar, to the University of Aberdeen. He was active
and involved, and apparently an excellent sportsman; by the end of 1868
it was clear that he was also an outstanding scholar. He writes at length of
the occasion when he realized that he could excel at academic work, being
declared top in all examinations, and presents this as a turning point.4 From
4 Ramsay 1915: 10.
The history of an idea 251
then on, although his family had been preparing him for the Indian Civil
Service, he sought an academic career. In 1872, a year after he graduated
from Aberdeen, he won a five-year scholarship to St John’s College, Oxford.
His interests were wide ranging: in 1874 he went to spend the summer
studying with Theodor Benfey, an expert on Sanskrit at the University of
Go¨ttingen. Later he wrote:
In my undergraduate days, a residence in Go¨ttingen during the Long Vacation of
1874 was a critical point in my life. Then for the first time, under the tuition of
Professor Theodor Benfey, I came into close relations with a great scholar of the
modern type, and gained some insight into modern methods of literary investi-
gation; and my thoughts have ever since turned towards the borderlands between
European and Asiatic civilisation.5
Ramsay decided not to continue with Sanskrit, advised that there were no
career possibilities; but he did retain a concept of ‘the East’ very much of
his time:
The collision of East and West throughout history has been a subject of special
interest to the present writer from early youth; and he has watched for more
than twenty-five years the recent revival of the Asiatic spirit, often from a very
close point of view. In 1897, in a book entitled Impressions of Turkey, he tried to
analyse and describe, as he had seen it, ‘the great historic movement’ through which
‘Mohammedanism and Orientalism have gathered fresh strength to defy the feeling
of Europe’. It is now becoming plain to all that the relation of Asia to Europe is in
process of being profoundly changed; and very soon this will be a matter of general
discussion. The long-unquestioned domination of European over Asiatic is now
being put to the test, and is probably coming to an end. What is to be the issue?6
In 1876Ramsaywas taking his final examinations, which included a require-
ment to pass inDivinity: for this hemade a close study of Paul’s epistle to the
Galatians – which was to be an abiding interest. He graduated with a First.
In 1877 he was ordered abroad by a doctor (no details are given): at this
point it was another uncle, Mr Drake, who provided him with a hundred
pounds a year to live on, and he travelled in Europe in 1877 and 1878. He
spent five months in Rome as ‘private tutor in Classics and Mathematics to
the family of the English Ambassador’.7 On his return hemarried,8 and took
a post as Assistant to the Professor of Greek at Aberdeen; he supplemented
his income by writing articles for the Encyclopædia Britannica, which must
have helped develop his great fluency in writing. In 1879, Oxford advertised
5 Ramsay 1895: vi: a dedicatory note to his uncle, AndrewMitchell, thanking him for enabling his
stay in Go¨ttingen.
6 Ramsay 1904: Preface. 7 Various 1882: 4. 8 AgnesDickMarshall, daughter of aminister.
252 charlotte roueche´
a three-year studentship, given by MrMountague Bernard,9 for ‘Travel and
Research in the Greek lands’, for which the two candidates were Ramsay and
OscarWilde; in early 1880 Ramsay learned that he had been successful, and
consulted Charles Newton on what he should do. He writes: ‘We dreamed
now of Athens; but Newton said “Don’t go to Athens, which is pre-occupied
by the Germans and the French; go to the west coast of Asia Minor, where
the great Greek cities offer a better field to a new man.”’10
Accordingly inMay 1880 after a fewweeks inGreece, Ramsay and his wife
sailed for Smyrna, where they met Major (soon to be Sir) Charles Wilson.
Wilson was a military engineer and mapping expert. After working on the
delimitation of the boundary between Canada and theUnited States, he had
worked in Palestine, in 1864–5, conducting a survey of Jerusalem and the
surrounding country as part of a scheme to establish a decent water supply.
This survey indicated how historically and archaeologically informative
such work could be and led to the formation of the Palestine Exploration
Fund, with substantial funding from Miss Angela Burdett-Coutts. Wilson
was its first director and undertook the preliminary work, surveying the
antiquities of the area, in 1865–6. Although he returned to his government
work in June 1866, Wilson continued an active supporter of the PEF; in
1901 he was to become its chairman.
In February 1879, in the aftermath of the Treaty of Berlin, Wilson was
appointedBritishmilitary consul-general inAnatolia: thiswas a post created
as part of Disraeli’s policy to strengthen the administration and efficiency
of the Ottoman Empire. He established headquarters at Sivas and divided
Anatolia into four consulates, each with a military vice-consul. He reported
to the Foreign Office through the British ambassador at Constantinople.11
InMay 1880Wilson travelled to Smyrna, to see his wife off to England for
the summer, and met the Ramsays, as they arrived. According to Ramsay,
it was Wilson who encouraged him to go beyond the relatively well-studied
coast of Anatolia into the interior. Ramsay later wrote:
Sir Charles Wilson, hearing of Newton’s advice, said ‘Come into the inner country
of Anatolia. The coast-lands are open to explorers; any one can go there, but the
inner country is unknown. People think that it is difficult to travel in the centre of
Turkey, but it is not really so. Come andmake a journey with me; and you will soon
learn how to travel.’ The presence of Sir Charles Wilson in Smyrna for one day to
9 On Bernard see M. Lobban in the ODNB: Mountague Bernard (1820–1882):
doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/2247.
10 Ramsay 1915: 25.
11 See ODNB, Sir Charles William Wilson (1836–1905): doi:10.1093/ref:odnb/36951.
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see Lady Wilson off by the steamer to Europe, was the cause that directed us to the
upper country.12
The Ramsays settled in the European quarter of Smyrna, where their daugh-
ter Agnes Margaret was born inMarch 1881.13 Wilson and Ramsay went on
two major expeditions together, in spring and autumn 1881, before Wilson
was moved to Egypt in 1882. It gave Ramsay a unique introduction, before
he started travelling on his own. By 1883 he was travelling with another very
ascetic scholar, John Sitlington Sterrett, who, based at the American School
of Archaeology in Athens was also undertaking exploration in Asia Minor.
Both men were concerned to establish the ancient geography of the area;
Sterrett was to edit Strabo’s Geography. He too was constantly in search of
funding. ‘We learned what were the indispensable accompaniments of life,
and how much we could do without.’14 David Hogarth, who travelled with
Ramsay in 1887, mentions how extremely Spartan the conditions were:
Throughout that journey we had little except sodden messes to eat, faring worse
than any traveller need fare. It was partly because our leader cared little for what he
ate, but more because, like his followers, he journeyed on a slender purse. Ramsay
had made to himself a European reputation as an explorer of Asia Minor at a cost
which another man would think scarcely sufficient for the tour of Germany . . .
it is not the least of my many debts to Ramsay that I gained in my first tour of
exploration the will and the capacity to go farther at less cost than perhaps anyone
but my master.15
Short-term funding may be one of the explanations of Ramsay’s rather
slapdash style. He accumulated inscriptions at great speed, and published
them equally swiftly.16 It is also clear that he loved the excitement and drama
of the hunt; this is very clearly illustrated in Agnes Ramsay’s account of the
story of the Abercius inscription – carried off in a saddle-bag by Ramsay.17
Ramsay poured out articles full of new discoveries, and in 1881 Exeter
College offered him a five-year research fellowship ‘the conditions being two
years’ exploration followed by three years’ study and publication at home’.
Ramsay was elected a Fellow of Exeter College Oxford on 30 June 1882,
12 Ramsay 1915: 26.
13 An interesting impression of their life in Smyrna can be obtained from Lady Ramsay’s two
books, A. M. Ramsay 1897 and particularly her rather dramatic novel, A. M. Ramsay 1899,
‘Dedicated to all true lovers’.
14 Ramsay 1915: 27. 15 Hogarth 1910: 6.
16 The Sackler Library at Oxford holds thirty-nine of Ramsay’s notebooks, entrusted by him to
W. H. Buckler, who gave them to St John’s College. For a list see I.Antioche de Pisidie. Some
more notes, and some photographs, are in Aberdeen: ASC MS 3286/7/3.
17 A. M. Ramsay 1897: chapter 5.
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and in the same year the Asia Minor Fund was set up, as an initiative of
the Society for the Promotion of Hellenic Studies, clearly modelled on the
Palestine Exploration Fund. George Macmillan was Honorary Treasurer,
and made constant appeals:
It would be little to the credit of England if want of funds should oblige Professor
Ramsay to leave the completion of his task to foreign hands. (1890)
One might wish that a foreign nation had not stepped in to a field which, with
more liberality on the part of Englishmen, could have been covered completely by
our own explorers, but the work is so vast that in the interests of knowledge the
application of foreign zeal and money is not altogether to be regretted. (1891)
Very much yet remains to be done, and if the work so well begun by a small band
of Englishmen is not to be left unfinished or transferred to foreign hands, English
liberality must supply the funds necessary for its continuance. (1893)18
Teaching posts in archaeology were still very rare, but in 1884 the University
of Oxford decided that ‘there shall be a Professor of Classical Archaeology
andArt,who shall lecture and give instructionon the arts andmanufactures,
monuments, coins and inscriptions of classical antiquity, and onAsiatic and
Egyptian antiquities, or on some of those subjects’, establishing the Lincoln
and Merton chair.19 Ramsay was elected to be the first holder in 1885, but
he only stayed in the post for one year, when he applied for the Regius Chair
of Humanity at Aberdeen. The move made very good sense. He himself
explains that the attraction was ‘a position where the long summer vacation
from April to October promised the free time needed for travel’;20 but it
is also the case that, when first established, the Oxford chair had no salary
attached to it.21 Ramsay remained at Aberdeen until he retired at 60, in
1911.
He continued to travel regularly to Asia Minor, and to publish a flood
of articles. In 1890 he published, with the Royal Geographical Society, his
first major monograph, the Historical Geography of Asia Minor.22 But in
1891 he contracted cholera, which was sufficiently severe to stop him from
travelling for several years; his next trip was in 1899, and he only resumed
his regular travels in 1901. This period of enforced stability must have been
deeply frustrating for a man who had given up an Oxford chair in order to
be able to travel; it is noticeable that from this time onwards there is more
18 Citations from Gill 2008.
19 On the post see Boardman 1985 (I am grateful to Peter Thonemann for this reference).
20 Ramsay 1915: 28. 21 Boardman 1985: 44–5.
22 The work had been delayed when in 1888 he left the manuscript on a train, and had to rewrite
it: Ramsay 1890: 3.
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and more evidence of a fierce temper, which – later in his life – led him to
write some unpardonably savage comments on other people, both in letters
and in print.23 But this was also a turning point in Ramsay’s career, in more
than one way.
Firstly, it determined the direction of his scholarship. He worked on
another great geographical study The Cities and Bishoprics of Phrygia, pub-
lished in two volumes in 1895 and 1897, whichwas intended to be continued
and completed. But in 1892 he was invited by Mansfield College, Oxford to
give a series of lectures, which he then published asTheChurch in the Roman
Empire before AD 170 (1893). This was the beginning of an approach which
was to define the rest of his career, and his fame. He had used the Acts of the
Apostles and the letters of Paul as an essential adjunct in understanding the
topography of RomanAsiaMinor. Now he found that his knowledge of Asia
Minor could be of enormous interest to those reading the New Testament
documents. He saw that a great deal of what was to be found in the Acts
could be related to what was to be found on the ground. He came increas-
ingly to respect the writer of Acts as a reliable source, and so to extend this
approach to his other work, the Gospel according to St Luke.
There is a certain presumption that a writer who proves to be exact and correct in
one point will show the same qualities in othermatters. No writer is correct bymere
chance, or accurate sporadically. He is accurate by virtue of a certain habit of mind.
Some men are accurate by nature; some are by nature loose and inaccurate.24
Much of his work was set out in St Paul the Traveller and the Roman Citizen
(1895), which was very popular, and confirmed his voice as an expert
on Church history. The public response must have compensated for the
frustration of being unable to travel; and the substantial income which his
books started to produce must have been welcome.
This turn in his own work was to determine the rest of his research
career; from then on he lectured and published principally on the history
of Christianity. But this period also saw another development: since he
could not travel himself, he started to look for others to carry out the work.
This required able young men, whom he began to identify and train. It
also required funding. The Asia Minor Exploration Fund had been set up
on Ramsay’s appointment to Oxford, apparently largely based on Oxford
contributions; after he left, it seems to have gradually disappeared. But at
Aberdeen he found himself a trustee of the RobertWilson Fund.Wilson had
died in 1871, leaving money for a graduate in medicine (as he had been) for
23 Most strikingly in Ramsay 1911. 24 Ramsay 1915: 80.
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exploring parts of Asia and Africa; the itineraries were set out in detail, and
an allowance of 16 shillings a day was stipulated, since that reflected what
Wilson himself had spent.25
1889 saw the passage of the Universities (Scotland) Act, which gave the
Commissioners powers to regulate foundations and endowments. In the
same year Ramsay became a trustee; the minutes of the annual meetings are
kept by theUniversity of Aberdeen.26 At themeeting of 1893 it was proposed
to modify the conditions applying to the Fellowship; if, after another two
years, there should still have been no successful application, the Fellowship
would be deemed to have lapsed. The 1894 meeting approved the new reg-
ulations, allowing for a graduate of any age from any faculty, and for an
appropriate sum of money, not limited to 16 shillings a day. The Fellowship
was to be for a two-year period, renewable. In 1895 they set up an appoint-
ments committee; but it was only in 1896 that they authorized the appoint-
ment of a Fellow, setting aside £200 per annum as a necessaryminimum. By
July they had appointed the firstWilson Fellow, J. G. C. Anderson.27 For the
next fifty years a series of Wilson Fellows travelled in Mediterranean lands,
many of them establishing very distinguished careers.28
Anderson was the son of the minister of the parish of Edinkillie, north-
west of Aberdeen. William Moir Calder (Fig. 11.2) was born in the same
parish in 1881 to a family which, while farming for several generations in the
parish, had also produced several academics. He graduated from Aberdeen
University in 1903, and from Oxford in 1907. In 1908 he travelled to Asia
Minor for the first time, with Ramsay.29
When Ramsay resumed his own travels in 1901, archaeology in Asia
Minor was changing; Osman Hamdi Bey had opened the new Archaeolog-
ical Museum in Istanbul in 1891, and was welcoming to foreign excavators.
But excavations required a different order of funding. Continental scholars
received that from their governments; British and American excavations
required financial support from universities or rich individuals, such as
Gertrude Bell. Ramsaymet her, apparently in 1906, and in 1907 theyworked
25 For the will see Hargreaves 1970: 384; cf. Anderson 1899. 26 ASC MS 3390/2/1.
27 Later to be Camden Professor of Ancient History at Oxford (1927 to 1936). For his obituary
see JRS 42 (1952), 110–12.
28 Wilson Fellows: J. G. C. Anderson 1896–8, 1898–1900; W. M. Ramsay 1901–3, 1904–5; John
Garrow Duncan 1905–6, 1923–6; T. Callender 1906–8; W. M. Calder 1908 (withdrew);
Margaret Ramsay 1909–11; W. M. Calder 1911–15; Margaret Hasluck 1921–3, 1926–8; Ninian
B. Wright 1931–3; Alexander B. Birnie 1933–5; J. M. R. Cormack 1935–7; Arthur J. Beattie
1938–40; Ian William McPherson 1950–2; Alan Stirling Hall 1957–9, 1970–1. The Trust was
wound up in 1986. I am grateful for this information to Andrew MacGregor, of Aberdeen
Special Collections.
29 Notebooks: ASC MS 3286/3/6/1 and 2.
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Figure 11.2. William Moir Calder (1881–1960), Phrygia, 1925.
together, excavating and recording at Binbirkilisse.30 Ramsay then went on
to find American funding, with which he undertook his own excavation at
Pisidian Antioch in 1911–13.31 There were other initiatives. An American
expedition, headed by H. C. Butler, started excavating at Sardis in 1910;
the funding came from the American Society for the Excavation of Sardis.
Ramsay’s old friend Sterrett was also appealing for funds: in 1912 he pub-
lishedA Plea for Research in AsiaMinor and Syria, Authorized byMenWhose
High Achievements and Representative Character Make the Project a Call of
Humanity at Large for Light in Regard to the Life of Man in the Cradle of
Western Civilization, with contributions from an impressive array of schol-
ars; the wording of the title reflects an approach to archaeology and history
very similar to that of Ramsay. Sterrett sent this to the newly established
30 Bell and Ramsay 1909.
31 See the publication of material from these excavations, I.Antioche de Pisidie.
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Rockefeller foundation, without success; he died in 1914, just as war broke
out in Europe.
Calder travelled with Ramsay in 1908, 1909 (a trip cut short by revolution
in Turkey)32 and 1910; from 1911 he worked with him at Antioch.33 The
attraction of Antioch, of course, was its role in the Acts of the Apostles.
Calder shared Ramsay’s interest in the archaeology and epigraphy of Chris-
tianity. One group among the collection of his squeezes now in Aberdeen
is a collection of Christian materials from various locations;34 and when,
in 1913, he was appointed Professor of Greek at Manchester he added the
function of Lecturer in Christian Epigraphy.
Calder’s work with Ramsay had of course involved him in the explo-
ration of the geography of Asia Minor; and this was a matter of increasing
importance to the authorities after war broke out. In 1916 he was called
up to work with the Admiralty Intelligence division; many of his maps,
including ancient historical maps marked up with modern data, survive in
the Aberdeen archive. This brought him to London, and into contact with
diplomats; in 1916 he metW. H. Buckler (Fig. 11.3), an American diplomat
and archaeologist, who had worked with Butler on the Sardis excavations,
and was responsible for publishing the inscriptions.35 Calder’s war work
also took him to the Paris Peace Conference in 1919.
The Peace Conference in Paris brought together not just diplomats, but
a wide range of scholars and others who were interested in the historical
record of the Near East. At the Peace Conference Calder met David Magie,
the Roman historian, William Westermann, the papyrologist, and Isaiah
Bowman, a geographer, all of whom had been members of the group of
experts advising Woodrow Wilson on the Near East. Westermann wrote in
his diary: ‘Also worked with Capt. Calder upon the western boundary line
of Armenia. These [Calder and Robert Vansittart] are both wonderfully fine
chaps. Calder is one of the best and most intelligent and honest minded
men I have met lately.’36
In December 1922 the 24th General Meeting of the Archaeological Insti-
tute of America was held at Yale. On 28 December the session was a
joint meeting with the American Historical Association, chaired by the
Hon. Robert Lansing, the former Secretary of State. The first paper was by
32 See Ramsay 1909 for a vivid account.
33 Notebooks: 1911: ASC MS 3286/3/11/2, 3286/3/6/4, 3286/6/8, 3286/7/3, 3286/4/7/1. 1912:
3286/3/11/3. 1913: 3286/3/11/4.
34 ASC MS 3286/10/44.
35 Buckler memoir: 1916: ‘lunch on Feb. 12 with Sir Wm. Ramsay and Calder’. On Buckler see
Roueche´ 1993.
36 Westermann diary, 23 March 1919.
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Figure 11.3. William Hepburn Buckler (1867–1952).
Buckler, on ‘The situation in the Near East from an Historical and Archae-
ological point of view’.
Mr Buckler is very hopeful that the new treaty now being arranged with Turkey will
give ample opportunities for archaeological excavations and research, particularly
in Anatolia. The Department of State, he said, is doing its best to promote such
studies in Turkey, where, said the speaker, the Americans are popular. He urged
that attention be concentrated upon Anatolia and its new capital, Angora, for three
reasons: because the building of a great new capital affects ancient sites and building
materials; because so little has ever been done in Anatolia in the way of excavation,
and because Americans can afford the money needed to enrich the world with
priceless historical and archaeological data.37
37 Newspaper cutting (loose, in Buckler memoir).
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On 23 April 1923 Buckler gave a dinner in New York for Isaiah Bowman,
WilliamWestermann and David Magie (all colleagues from the Paris Peace
Conference), together with two further friends who had excavated at Sardis.
‘We six there decided to seek support for surveys in Anatolia and to act as a
committee with that object.’38
This was the birth of yet another privately funded initiative – the Amer-
ican Society for Archaeological Research in Asia Minor; they started to ask
for funding. Buckler wrote: ‘The largest of the individual subscriptions was
that of $6000 from John D. Rockefeller junior, sent to me in an ordinary
unregistered letter, without any conditions attached or any receipt for me
to sign.’39
They called themselves at first ‘The Rockefeller Epigraphic Survey of Asia
Minor’, but later the ‘American Society for Archaeological Research in Asia
Minor’. The name of Rockefeller lived on, however, in the designation of
one of the expedition’s cameras, which were referred to in the notebooks as
K(odak) and R(ockefeller).
Also in 1923 Buckler and Calder were working together on a volume
for Buckler’s friend and Calder’s mentor, William Ramsay.40 Calder, with
his experience of Asia Minor, was the obvious person to undertake the
first expedition, in 1924. Thereafter Calder, Buckler and their associates
worked almost every year between 1924 and 1938, collecting materials –
principally inscriptions – to be published in the series Monumenta Asiae
Minoris Antiqua: the publishers were the University Press at Manchester,
where Calder was Professor of Greek.
The MAMA volumes are very dry and scholarly by comparison with the
fluent narratives of Ramsay. Their aims were very specific. The Treaty of
Se`vres had included provisions for the care and study of antiquities; but, as
Buckler noted: ‘In 1923 all the Se`vres plan for the care of antiquities was
omitted from the Treaty of Lausanne, and this new situation added force
to the arguments in favour of recording the monuments above ground
before seeking those that lie safe below the surface. The idea of collecting
photographs, squeezes and topographical information by small parties trav-
elling throughAsiaMinor was taken upwith enthusiasm.’41 The editors had
learned from the example of Ramsay, who collected a great deal of material,
but only published it sporadically; then as now, the aim of finding an appro-
priate commentary delayed the prompt publication of the underlying data.
Their aim was to make available as full a record as possible of surviving
38 Buckler memoir.
39 Buckler memoir. 40 Buckler and Calder 1923. 41 Buckler memoir.
The history of an idea 261
monuments, in a changing environment; they therefore added very little
commentary.
An aspect more important than we may now grasp is the use of pho-
tography. It is instructive to read the introduction to MAMA I. Calder had
already travelled in the area with Ramsay (p. xi) and some of their copies
were included. He comments:
As compared with the speed of the hand-copyist, ours was necessarily slow. Many
ancient blocks are so placed that it takes time and trouble to heave them into a
position where the camera or the squeeze brush can reach them. (p. x)
The challenge was going to be to get these photographs published, as pub-
lication costs rose steadily.
The concept was also of an international venture; is hard to overstate
the importance, to all the participants, of attempting to heal the wounds
inflicted by the World War. Volumes II and III, by German and Austrian
scholars, were actually published in German. Buckler will have hoped for
further internationalism when he recruited the young Frenchman Louis
Robert to the team; MAMA funds enabled Robert’s first journeys to Asia
Minor, but the expected volumes never appeared.42 Calder andBuckler con-
tinued to correspond over many years with Josef Keil, who reported on the
difficulties in dealing with an ageing Adolf Wilhelm; they themselves were
experiencing similar problems with Ramsay, who continued to comment
on their work from his retirement in Bournemouth (he died in 1939).43
But the bulk of the work was undertaken by Calder and a series of younger
scholars whom he recruited.
The expeditions and their publications were as follows:
1924: May to July: Calder, followed by Buckler and Christopher Cox
1925: Calder, R. K. Law, P. L. McDougall
1925: Cox and J. Cullen
1925: A. Wilhelm and J. Keil
1926: May–July: Calder, Buckler, Cox, A. Cameron, R. Pares
1928: Calder, A. P. Sinker, A. MacLehose
1928: MAMA I: Calder’s material from 1925 and 1926
1929: April–May: Calder, Buckler, W. K. C. Guthrie
1930: March–June: Calder, Buckler, Guthrie, John Paton of Grandhome
and family
42 Robert, however, kept all his letters from Buckler (now in the Fonds Louis Robert).
43 Unpublished correspondence.
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1930: MAMA II published by E. Herzfeld and S. Guyer, material from
1906 and 1907
1931: MAMA III published by J. Keil and A. Wilhelm, material from
1914 and 1925
1931: March 26–April 21, Cox and Cameron, with C. E. Stevens
1932: Calder, Guthrie, Su¨leyman Go¨kce
1933: L. Robert
1933: April: Calder, L. I. Higby, J. C. Watson
1933: May–June: Buckler and family, Calder
MAMA IV published by Buckler, Calder and Guthrie, with material
from 1929 and 1930
1934: April: Calder, L. I.Higby, A. B. Birnie
1934: May: Calder
1934: Robert.
1935: proposed visit by Buckler and Robert cancelled
1936: Calder and Higby
1937: MAMA V published by Cox and Cameron, with materials from 1931
1939: MAMA VI published, by Buckler and Calder, with materials from
1933, 1934
Later expeditions
1951: Calder, Ian W. Macpherson
1954: Calder, Michael Ballance
1955: Ballance
1956: Ballance
1956: MAMA VII published by Calder, with material from several expedi-
tions
1957: Ballance
1960: Calder died
1962: MAMA VIII published, from the Calder papers, by Ballance and
J. M. R. Cormack
1988; 1992: MAMA IX and X published, from Cox and Cameron papers, by
B. Levick and S. Mitchell
2012: MAMA XI published, from Ballance papers, by P. Thonemann.
The venture was fundamentally vulnerable. It was launched by a group of
individuals, and never attached to an institution: there is some sad corre-
spondence from the last years, among Westermann’s papers at Columbia
University, as the committee tried to work out how to renew itself. Buckler
died in 1952; with the death of Calder in 1960 the team was dissolved, and
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all the subsequent publications have involved heroic efforts to make sense
of other people’s records. When William Calder died, he had retired to his
home parish of Edinkillie, and he bequeathed his papers to his old uni-
versity of Aberdeen. There is correspondence showing that the university
authorities were somewhat dismayed to receive eight boxes of papers and
forty-five rolls of maps and squeezes.44 The archives of the expeditions,
however, contain rich materials not reflected in the volumes. There are
unpublished photographs; there are careful notebooks, which include ref-
erences to the photographs: from this it is possible to deduce the existence of
other collections of photographs – for example, those taken by Guthrie –
which are not in the collection. Other collections of materials are known;
many more photographs and notebooks must have existed, and may still
exist. The following have been located:
Calder materials, in the Special Collections of the University Library at
Aberdeen:
1908,
1910,
1911,
1912,
1913: Notebooks (some photos, some squeezes)
1924,
1925,
1926,
1928,
1929,
1930: Diaries, notebooks, photographs, squeezes
1932: Notebooks and photographs, squeezes
1933: Notebook
1951: Squeezes
In the Classics Faculty Library, Cambridge
1934: Squeezes
In the Centre for the Study of Ancient Documents, Oxford
1924,
1925,
1926,
1931: Cox, Cameron, Cullen and Stephens materials
44 All now catalogued as ASC MS 3286. I am grateful to David French, who first drew my
attention to this material.
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1951,
1954,
1955,
1956,
1957: Ballance materials
Acade´mie des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres, Paris: Fonds Louis Robert
1933,
1934: Robert materials
These travellers, unlike Ramsay, said little in their publications about them-
selves, or about the effort involved in their endeavour; they were very self-
effacing. But their journeys were taking place in a dramatically transformed
Turkey. Between 1924 and 1930 Calder kept diaries of his travels; these are
written with the kind of detail that would be found in letters, which they
presumably replaced. It is striking – and indicative of the atmosphere of
the time – that in 1924 the first stop on his journey was to visit the new
First World War cemeteries, and to locate his nephew’s grave. After that,
he builds a description of the aspects of an evolving Turkey: government
offices split between Constantinople and Ankara; Istanbul full of Russian
refugees: ‘many of the beggars here are Russian’; Christians in the provinces
pondering when and where to move out of Turkey.45 He records, in one
village, a discussion with the Kaimakam over the recent sacking of Arnold
Toynbee from the Koraes Chair at King’s College London.46
These materials, and more, wait to be exploited, as resources for our
understanding of an academic endeavour, but also as illuminating themod-
ern history of Asia Minor. The photographic materials are also very rich;
even if the vast majority are simply pictures of inscriptions or sculptured
fragments, there is a good deal more to be extracted from them. The col-
lections are full of excellent negatives; but the published volumes included
diminishingnumbers of photographs. It is therefore particularly in the spirit
of this enterprise that the final volume, Peter Thonemann’sMAMA XI, has
been published online, with the fullest possible illustration; it includes
images not just of inscriptions, but also of the villages in which they were
found. That new approach to publication should help a wider public to
appreciate the achievements of the American Society for Archaeological
Research in Asia Minor.
45 Journal for 1924: ASC MS 3286/5/3. 46 For the affair, see Clogg 1986.
